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2014 was a great year for the charity. The 
focus of our achievements was Memorial 
Week, with its three national events, 30 
local events, and more than 600 acts 
of commemoration in honour of those 
killed in the Srebrenica genocide.

As the charity tasked with organising the 
UK’s Srebrenica memorial events, this 
was a proud achievement and helped 
us to raise awareness of the terrible 
events of 1995. Our focus however, is 
not just on the past, but very much on 
the future, Britain’s future.

Remembering Srebrenica’s aim is 
to learn the lessons of Srebrenica, 
highlighting why a society that seemed 
so well integrated across religious and 
ethnic lines imploded. Britain, with all 
its beautiful diversity, needs to learn 
these lessons.

With this in mind, the other strand 
to 2014’s activities has been to teach 
those lessons. We did this through 
our flagship education programme, 
Lessons from Srebrenica, which has 
seen 230 selected individuals join our 
delegations to Bosnia & Herzegovina 
to learn firsthand about the Srebrenica 
genocide and its impact. At year’s end, 
we piloted our new education packs, 
providing an invaluable resource to 
schools, and fitting well with PSHE 
aspects of the curriculum, as well as 
history and citizenship.

2014 was a year of firsts. We held our 
first lecture series, hosted His Eminence 
Husein Kavazović, the Grand Mufti of 
Bosnia, on his first visit to the UK, and 
participated for the first time in the 
Living Islam festival.

We have so much to look forward to. 
The coming year promises to be a seminal 
one, providing us with the opportunity 
to widely commemorate the 20th 
anniversary of the genocide, push hard 
for broader international recognition of 
Srebrenica Memorial Day, and greatly 
raise awareness of our work and aims.

Throughout 2014, we benefitted from 
the support of an array of wonderful 
individuals, whom I know will be there to 
support us in 2015. We are very grateful 
for their help, knowledge and guidance, 
and we look forward to welcoming 
more people into the ever-growing 
Remembering Srebrenica community.

Dr Waqar Azmi OBE
Chairman
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“The work that Remembering Srebrenica 
is doing is of vital importance. We need 

to teach people about the genocide, 
particularly young people, so that they 
can learn to be tolerant and challenge 

hatred and prejudice where they see it.”
NIRHA EFENDIĆ

Genocide Survivor
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Angelina Jolie and William Hague MP, Leader of the House of Commons, visit Srebrenica where Mr. Hague 

announced funding for 750 UK citizens to visit Srebrenica through the Remembering Srebrenica project.
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Lessons from Srebrenica

600
individual acts of 

commemoration nationwide

230+
people have been sent on 
delegations to Srebrenica

Britain has a great, diverse society. 
Much of its modern-day strength is built 
on this diversity and the contribution 
that all communities make in every 
walk of life. It is however, a society 
that faces risks; racism, intolerance, 
discrimination, hatred, and mistrust all 
create division and foment unrest. We 
all need to work hard to counter these 
problems, and Remembering Srebrenica 
is using its flagship education 
programme, Lessons from Srebrenica, 
to help strengthen British society.

Remembering Srebrenica is committed 
to taking 750 people from the UK to 
Bosnia & Herzegovina over a two-
year period. These individuals come 
from all walks of life, all ethnicities, 
and all faiths or none, but have 
one thing in common: the desire 
to promote positive change within 
their local community by agreeing to 
undertake a pledge to promote social 
cohesion prior to their visit. During 
2014 we took approximately 230 such 
indviduals, many of whom found the 
visit profoundly moving and in some 
cases, life changing. Delegates have 
returned to their hometowns and 
publicised their experiences, often in 
the local press or through work with 

local schools. Some have embarked 
on fundraising activities, many others 
have committed to holding events to 
mark Srebrenica Memorial Day. All 
have pledged to support our aim of 
taking the lessons of the Srebrenica 
genocide—particularly how an integrated 
society imploded—and apply these in a 
modern British context.

LUTON INITIATIVE
In April 2014, five young people 
from Luton went on a Lessons from 
Srebrenica delegation. They returned to 
the UK with a joint pledge to organise 
a local memorial event. The event 
held on 6 July at a local community 
centre, brought together a number of 
different ethnic and religious groups 
from Luton, and featured music and 
speeches. Those who were present 
to provide their own perspectives 
included Parliamentary Under Secretary 
of State for Communities and Local 
Government Stephen Williams MP, 
Guardian journalist Ed Vulliamy, Lord 
Qurban Hussain and local dignitaries 
and community leaders. At the same 
time, another delegate from the same 
visit, Cllr Noordad Aziz, organised a 
service at Blackburn Cathedral, which 
involved Yasmin Qureshi MP, Chair 
of the All Party Parliamentary Group 
on Srebrenica Commemoration, local 
dignitaries and faith leaders, as well as 
children from local schools, including 
Witton Park.

Subsequently, students from Witton 
Park have organised several workshops 
and assemblies in schools in the north-
west of England, carrying their lessons 
out to other young people.

MEHRI’S STORY
Mehri Niknam MBE, one of Britain’s 
well-known Jewish leaders, pledged 
to bring Auschwitz and Srebrenica 
to the attention of 1,000 young 
people following her Lessons 
from Srebrenica visit. Mehri is the 
executive director of the Joseph 
Interfaith Foundation and visited 
Bosnia & Herzegovina as part of a 
delegation led by BBC broadcaster 
Martin Bell OBE, in December 2013. 

As a result of Mehri’s pledge, the 
Joseph Interfaith Foundation’s 
project co-ordinator, Tasif Zaman, 
delivered talks at school assemblies 
to each year group at a London 
based secondary school. This simple, 
but highly effective pledge, helped 
raise awareness of genocide and 
the practical and ethical lessons that 
can be drawn from these atrocities 
among more than 1,000 students.

Case Studies

85
social action pledges have 

been completed

school children have benefitted 
from our memorial assemblies

10,000

10,000

3000+

Remembering Srebrenica books 
have been distributed

children will benefit from 
Remembering Srebrenica
education packs this year

We are delighted to announce our 
new education resources. We’ve had a 
team of education specialists working 
on packs for schools during 2014. 
The first to be launched will be a full 
programme of study which supports 
personal, social, health and economic 
(PSHE) education requirements. This 
is currently being piloted in numerous 
schools across the country and will be 
available to download from our website 
from March 2015. Alongside this we are 
developing a history/citizenship pack 
which will be available to schools later 
in the year for the next academic term. 
Furthermore, we’ve had a lot of interest 
in our school assembly resources, which 
have been available since June 2014. 
These were distributed to all Catholic 
schools, and were used by a number of 
schools during memorial week 2014.
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Resource packs

Above: The Srebrenica-Potočari Memorial Complex

ICMP mortuary, Tuzla

Gallery 110795, Sarajevo

Mothers of Srebrenica

“Although the experience 
of visiting Srebrenica 
shook me to the core and 
made me weep in sorrow, 
it also emboldened my 
resolve to do my utmost 
to bring its lessons to 
the attention of young 
people. We must learn 
to confront religious and 
historical prejudices which 
lead to this unspeakable 
massacre, so that it never 
happens again.”
Mehri Niknam MBE, Founder & Executive 
Director of the Joseph Interfaith Foundation
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“It was a truly unforgettable time and we 
were all touched by the Bosnian people 
and the suffering they have gone through. 
I hope that our experience in Bosnia will 
bear much fruit in our communities.” 
JIM STEWART, Evangelical Alliance 
Wales, October 2014

“The Remembering Srebrenica trip 
highlights the importance of addressing 
hate crime before it escalates and how 
necessary it is to adequately investigate 
reports of hate crime in order to ensure 
that perpetrators are brought to justice 
and victims can therefore receive closure.”
ASIF SADIQ, President of the 
National Association of Muslim 
Police, June 2014

“I learnt so much from my visit about 
the atrocities that took place in such 
a beautiful country. It has made me 
realise community cohesion is an 
important issue as the consequence 
of discrimination and hate is 
incomprehensible. I will work towards 
raising awareness of Srebrenica with 
all diversity leads in each police force 
throughout the UK.”
EVERETT HENRY, Head of Equality, 
Diversity and Human Rights at the 
College of Policing, June 2014

“We must all play our part to remember 
the genocide committed against one 
of our oldest indigenous Muslim 
communities and ensure history doesn’t 
repeat itself. We must also give Bosnia 
a European perspective and the hope of 
economic, social and political progress.”
ANGUS ROBERTSON MSP, Leader 

of the Scottish National Party 
Westminster Group, 
December 2013

“I feel honoured to support the Mothers of 
Srebrenica to tackle hatred and intolerance 
in my own community, to ensure victims 
are never forgotten and such acts of 
genocide are not part of our future.” 
JERRI BUTLER, September 2014

“For me, someone with very little prior 
knowledge of the genocide, I was 
taken aback by the scope and level of 
the genocide that took place. To see 
the graves of thousands killed, as well 
as meet with some of the mothers 
and survivors, I was left with a real 
sense of disappointment towards the 
international community, but also with 
a deep desire to ensure that we do 
our outmost to prevent such a thing 
happening in today’s world. For me, 
it’s about continuous activism, both 
locally and nationally, and ensuring 
that the world never forgets the 
genocide of Srebrenica.” 
SHOHEL AHMED, November 2014

“It was an amazing opportunity, and
the memories, the people and 
the experiences shared will live 
long in my memory...meeting with 
the mothers of victims was very 
touching. I salute those mothers for 
their courage and patience. May God 
bless them with peace.”
VIMLA PATEL OBE, November 2014

“The experience was amazing, moving, 
heart-breaking at times, and incredibly 
hopeful at times. The opportunity 
to learn such important lessons, not 
alone but with a group, was valuable 
beyond measure.” 
ABDUL-AZIM AHMED, Muslim Youth 
Wales & Muslim Council of Wales, 
October 2014

“The genocide in Bosnia should remind 
us that all too often members of our 
different faiths are the subject of terrible 
acts of discrimination and violence and 
that the phrase ‘never again’ can only be 
brought to fruition by members of these 
different faiths getting to know each 
other and accepting that while we currently 
may have irreconcilable differences there 
are many, many similarities upon 
which we can try to build a future of 
common acceptance, understanding 
and goodness.” 
STANLEY SOFFA, Jewish Reform 
Synagogue, October 2014

What delegates say

In 2009, the EU designated 11 July as 
Srebrenica Memorial Day, calling on all EU 
states to use this date to commemorate 
the genocide. Outside Bosnia & 
Herzegovina, the UK is the only country 
to do so, and Remembering Srebrenica 
is the charity tasked with organising the 
events. In 2013, we marked the day with 
a meeting hosted by Prime Minister David 
Cameron with four survivors at Number 
10 followed by a large-scale reception at 
Lancaster House in London. 

In 2014, we held a whole week of 
events. These included national 
memorial receptions in London, Cardiff 
and Edinburgh, a commemorative 
book signing in Parliament, 30 local 
memorial events, and many more acts 
of commemoration. Alongside this, the 
four survivors whom we brought over to 
share their experiences with audiences 
during the week, enjoyed a number of 
meetings (including with Deputy Prime 
Minister Nick Clegg), were involved in 
an interfaith forum hosted by Lambeth 
Palace, and made a number of television 
and radio appearances.

Scotland’s External Affairs and 
International Development Minister, 
Humza Yousaf, who hosted a reception at 
Bute House, the home of Scotland’s First 
Minister in Edinburgh, said of the evening: 

“The reception marking Srebrenica 
Memorial Day was not just about 
remembering the past. It will also act as a 
lesson for generations to come about the 
need to confront prejudice and hatred. 

It is important that Scotland’s young 
people learn from the lessons of the past 
to shape their future, so they can become 
responsible global citizens. Events such as 
Srebrenica demonstrate the need for all 
young people to have an understanding of, 
and respect for, other religions, races, beliefs 
and attitudes. The reception was held in 
conjunction with the charity, Remembering 
Srebrenica. Their work is very important as 
they not only teach people about the events 
of the past, but also run a campaign aimed 

at countering discrimination and building 
stronger community relations. By working 
to create a world free from prejudice 
and discrimination we can prevent acts 
of genocide, like that at Srebrenica, from 
happening again.”

Simon Campbell-Skelling posted the 
following about his experience of Kirklees’ 
local memorial on Facebook:

“Unforgettable experience helping out with 
Kirklees Council’s Srebrenica Memorial Day 
event on Friday at Dewsbury Town Hall. 
Excellent and moving speeches by Kirklees 
Council’s Mashuda Shaikh, talking about 
her visit to Srebrenica, Dr Ennes Supuk Of 
Hilal Cultural Association and Baroness 
Sayeeda Warsi. The real stars though were 
the young hosts from Batley and Dewsbury 
who made truly inspiring pledges to 
combat intolerance.”

Memorial Week 2014

Left: His Excellency the Grand Mufti of 

Bosnia-Herzegovina, Above: Martin Bell OBE

Stephen Williams MP visits Srebrenica

Baroness Warsi and Mejra Djogaz

Baroness Doreen Lawrence

Above: The President of Bosnia, His Excellency 

Bakir Izetbegović
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Our work would not be possible without 
a lot of goodwill. In the UK we enjoy the 
generous support of the Prime Minister, 
the Deputy Prime Minister and the Leader 
of the Opposition, as well as many leaders 
from our major faith organisations. The 
Department of Communities and Local 
Government (DCLG) part-funds our work, 
and we enjoy considerable support from 
the department’s ministers. Alongside this, 
the Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
(FCO) extends us its support, both in the 
UK and in Bosnia & Herzegovina.

In the latter, the British Embassy in 
Sarajevo, headed by Ambassador Edward 
Ferguson, backs our visits, giving our 
delegates the opportunity to gain great 
insight into the role Britain plays in the 
country. We work closely with key Bosnian 
politicians, as well as faith leaders, notably 
President Bakir Izetbegović and the Grand 
Mufti and his staff. Additionally, as any 

delegate will reveal, no visit is complete 
without the visits to the International 
Commission on Missing Persons (ICMP), an 
organisation that provides us with valuable 
access to its forensic activities. Similarly, 
we are very grateful to photographer 
Tarik Samarah for the time, resources and 
personal insights he adds to our itinerary, 
and of course, are honoured to work with 
the various associations who form the 
Mothers of Srebrenica. Finally, our thanks
go to the Srebrenica-Potočari Memorial 
and Cemetery for the Victims of the 1995 
Genocide for their generosity in hosting 
our delegations.

Here in the UK, we have built a network of 
inspirational Champions, who along with 
many of our delegates form the bedrock 
of our work at the local level. More widely, 
our supporters and backers are growing in 
number in the UK and overseas. To all of 
the above, we offer our thanks.

Much of our work is based on pledges, 
pledges to act to make a positive change 
here in the UK. During 2015, our pledge 
to you all is that we will continue to work 
hard to ensure that Britain’s wonderfully 
diverse society remains so for now and 
future generations to enjoy.

Victims of the Srebrenica genocide

The Srebrenica-Potočari Memorial Complex

2015 is without doubt our most 
important year to date, marking the 20th 
anniversary of the Srebrenica genocide. 
It offers a huge opportunity to both 
commemorate the genocide’s victims 
and raise awareness here in the UK of the 
genocide, its origins and consequences.

Plans are already well under way to hold 
3 national and up to 100 local memorial 
events during Memorial Week 2015. In 
addition, a significant commemorative 
programme has been designed to mark 
the lead up to July. Furthermore, we 
have begun to hold delegate workshops 
which have spurred on activity towards 
organising a host of local memorial events.

In the latter part of 2014 we created 
regional boards, who will be promoting 
and developing our work across the 
country. These boards, many led by the 
charity’s Champions, will be instrumental 
in delivering the local events. They are 
also working hard to broaden media 
awareness of our activities, develop 
our volunteer network, and secure vital 
funding for us to continue our crucial 
work in raising awareness, particularly 
with a focus on education and educating 
younger generations.

Thank You

What Next?
Our Support

1000+

1000+

Twitter users follow us online

Facebook users follow
Remembering Srebrenica

“The name of Srebrenica now stands for 
one of the darkest chapters of European 
history... Some dared to believe, after 
Auschwitz and Birkenau, that such 
horrors were consigned to history and 
could never happen again in our modern 
world. But they did. So we must learn 
and act on the lessons of Srebrenica, on 
the need to act in the face of evil.”
DAVID CAMERON
Prime Minister

“The survivors and those who lost loved 
ones will never forget the damage that 
was done—and neither must we. It is our 
duty to teach the generations that follow 
us the devastation caused through 
discrimination, prejudice and racial 
hatred so that they learn to challenge 
it, which is why the Remembering 
Srebrenica project is so important.”
NICK CLEGG
Deputy Prime Minister

“The genocide at Srebrenica was the worst 
crime in Europe since the Second World 
War and it shames the world that it was 
allowed to happen. It is vitally important 
that we remember the massacre...and 
commit to confronting the evil that 
perpetrates genocide in the future.”
ED MILIBAND
Leader of the Labour Party

“Srebrenica Memorial Day is an 
opportunity to salute the work of all 
those who have worked to shine a light 
on all that happened in the dark days of 
1995 and to pledge to do all we can as 
religious or political leaders, or simply as 
citizens of the world, to reach out across 
the barriers between us and to work for 
justice and reconciliation.”
CARDINAL VINCENT NICHOLS
Archbishop of Westminster

“Srebrenica Memorial Day gives us an 
opportunity to stop and reflect upon the 
atrocities that took place in Bosnia in the 
early 90’s—to pay our respects to the 
victims and to learn the lessons.”
ERIC PICKLES 
Secretary of State for Communities 
and Local Government

“Our thoughts are with the many women 
who continue to carry the wounds of their
loss, mothers and wives, sisters and 
daughters. We honour their pain not 
only by ensuring those who afflict such 
atrocities will face justice, but by giving 
hope of a better future. A future based 
not simply on tolerance and respect, 
but a genuine desire to live with our 
deepest differences of faith in a spirit 
of reconciliation.”
THE MOST REVERAND JUSTIN WELBY
Archbishop of Canterbury

1m+
individuals have been reached 

by RSI key message
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“The establishment of a Srebrenica 
Memorial Day on July 11th each year is a 
vital initiative in declaring that we must 
never again permit the crime of genocide 
to go unchallenged.”
LESLIE WOODHEAD
Award-winning documentary filmmaker

“What happened in Srebrenica must 
never be forgotten; we must also 
remember that this was not in a far-
flung land, or in another time—this 
happened on European soil, less than 
20 years ago...Of course we cannot 
change the past, but we can learn from 
it. Not only to ensure such an atrocity is 
not allowed to happen again; but also 
because there are hugely important 
lessons for British society, and it should 
serve as a reminder of the need to tackle 
intolerance and hatred here in the UK.”
STEPHEN DOUGHTY MP

United against hatred
Support survivors and victims of genocide and show your commitment 
to building a stronger, more cohesive society in the UK by supporting our 
educational programmes.

DONATE NOW
Online
https://www.justgiving.com/ummah-help

By cheque/post
Remembering Srebrenica
Newland House, 137-139 Hagley Road, Birmingham, B16 8UA

Remembering Srebrenica is a project of Ummah Help.
Registered charity number 1142686.

Thank you for your support.

“Keeping alive the memory of the 
crimes committed in July 1995 is just 
part of what is owed to the victims and 
the communities that mourn them. 
Remembering painful truths about the 
past is the key to our shared quest for a 
better and more tolerant world.”
EPHRAIM MIRVIS
Chief Rabbi of the United Hebrew 
Congregations of the Commonwealth

“The massacre at Srebrenica in 1995 was 
a dreadful wrong made all the more 
disturbing in that it happened at the 
end of a century when we thought that 
such genocide would never happen 
again on European soil...The fact that the 
victims were failed by the international 
community is also a dreadful wrong. It 
is right, therefore, that year after year 
we should hold such a remembrance, so 
that we do not repeat our inaction when 
such evils occur in other places.”
THE VERY REVEREND LORNA HOOD
Former Moderator of the General 
Assembly of the Church of Scotland

Make a pledge
 online

Let us know what you can do 
to promote social cohesion

here in the UK

www.srebrenica.org.uk  
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“Bearing witness is the best way 
to ensure that we never forget. 

And never forgetting is the 
best way to try and ensure, 

‘Never Again’.”
RT HON HILARY BENN MP



www.srebrenica.org.uk
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