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History 

 

Humanity has lived through the darkest of times, but few events have stained our 

collective history more than the Srebrenica genocide.  

In July 1995, Bosnian Serb forces, led by General Ratko Mladić overran and captured 

the town of Srebrenica in Eastern Bosnia which had been declared a UN Safe Area 

in 1993. In the days following Srebrenica’s fall, more than 8,000 Bosnian Muslim men 

and boys were systematically massacred and buried in mass graves. Thousands of 

women, children and elderly people were forcibly deported. Srebrenica was the 

culmination of a campaign of ‘ethnic cleansing’ used during the conflict by Bosnian 

Serb forces, to achieve their aim of forming a ‘Greater Serbia’ free from Bosnian 

Muslims. Throughout Bosnia, between 20,000 – 50,000 women and girls suffered 

rape and sexual violence; a weapon of war used to systematically ‘ethnically cleanse’ 

communities and terrorise them into fleeing. 

 

Described by the United Nations as  

‘the worst crime on European soil since the Second World War’, 

the massacres at Srebrenica were classed as genocide by both the International 

Court of Justice and the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia. 

Yet denial of this atrocity remains widespread. 

Many in Bosnia-Herzegovina are still struggling for justice, not least the women who 

were left to pick up the pieces after their families and whole communities were 

wiped out during the genocide. Many of the perpetrators of sexual violence remain 

unprosecuted, and survivors of sexual violence still have to fight against the stigma 

associated with what happened to them.  

On the 11th July, the official date of remembrance each year, we honour the victims and 

survivors of the genocide, and pledge ourselves to creating a better, stronger and more 

cohesive society in the United Kingdom.  

The lessons we learn from Srebrenica are that hatred and intolerance can flourish if 

left unchallenged. Even in Bosnia-Herzegovina, where people of different faiths had 

lived peacefully together for many years, an integrated society disintegrated. We 

must all understand the consequences of leaving hatred and intolerance 

unchallenged. By doing this, we give ourselves hope of illuminating the darkness and 

creating a better, safer and stronger society for all.  



Story of a Survivor: Elvisa Avdić 

Elvisa Avdić was ten years old when the war broke out. Having fled to Srebrenica, she was 

one of the last to leave Potočari when Bosnian Serb forces took the town. Elvisa returned 

to Srebrenica after the war and shares her story. 

 

“I was ten when the war started. I lived 

with my mother, grandmother and older 

sister in the village of Donje Peći, in the 

municipality of Srebrenica. My father was 

away working in Belgrade, and my 

brother was in high school there. When 

the war broke out, they couldn’t get back 

to us—others tried the journey but they 

were killed at the border. 

 

I didn’t even know what war was.  

We heard stories of shooting and killing,  

but I didn’t really understand until they came to our village. 

 

It was around 11 May 1992 when a tank started firing at our school. We escaped to 

the woods. In the chaos, I lost my mother. I was absolutely terrified, ten years old, 

all alone. I found my neighbours and went with them to a neighbouring village. It 

was three days before my mother found me and we went back to our village. My 

grandmother had suffered a stroke the day after the attack and passed away. We 

stayed until Serb forces attacked again, killing my other grandmother and two of 

my cousins, then we left and never went back.  

 

In spring 1993 there was another offensive and we came to Srebrenica. I had a 

rash all over my body from the poisonous agents that we had been shelled with 

from Serbia. We hid in my mother’s uncle’s house with 50 other people. In every 

room, there was a whole family. Somehow, we managed to survive. 

 

We had no food. The thing I remember most vividly was constant hunger. But still, 

we managed to be kids, playing, sledging, going to a makeshift school. For a while, 

we had peace. Then July 1995 came. In early July, the shooting started. We heard 

the Serb forces were in the town, and people were going to Potočari. My mum was 

so frightened she forgot her shoes. When we got to the base, we were on the 

second floor of the factory. The first floor was full of the wounded. There were so 

many people. It was so, so cold at night—we had nothing with us; no food, no 

blankets. I was just shivering in my mother’s lap. 
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After two or three nights, we were the last ones to leave. We got on the bus, not 

knowing where they were taking us. From the bus, I saw Bosnian prisoners sitting 

near Kravica. I can barely remember anything else from that journey, but 

eventually, they told us to get off the bus and to continue on foot. It was pitch black 

outside. We started to walk, but a soldier shouted “HALT!” I was so afraid, I couldn’t 

move. But he just told us to help the older people, who couldn’t walk the few 

kilometres to the front. When we arrived, there were crowds of refugees from 

Srebrenica.  

 

When I look back, I wonder how I could have been so brave as a child. Now I have 

three children of my own, I am terrified. I can’t imagine how my mother survived 

on her own with me and my sister. 

 

My sister’s husband survived the fall of Srebrenica, but so many men never 

returned. My brother came home from Belgrade in 1999, but my father stayed 

there. I did not have a childhood, I was not a teenager, and I will never have a 

normal life. All because of the war. 

 

Even after all that has happened, I live in Srebrenica and I have the strength to look in 

the eyes of those people who ruined my life. We returned to Srebrenica because we 

didn’t want to live in refugee camps, where we had nothing. Although we knew it would 

be difficult, we had a strong resolve to return home. We thought that the war was over 

forever, and most survivors would come back, but that didn’t happen. 

 

Life in Srebrenica is very complicated for everyone, but especially for those who 

survived the genocide. After the horror we went through, we are faced with almost 

daily denial of what we survived. Along with ordinary problems, we have politicians 

who want division and who support war criminals. Bosniaks were the majority 

here, but now we are in the minority, and through daily obstructions, the 

authorities are trying to force us to leave this area forever. Every day here is a 

struggle, especially for our family because of my husband, Nedžad’s experiences. 

At the age of 17, he was one of the very few that survived the mass executions of 

the genocide and now shares his story internationally. 

 

I teach my children not to hate, but they have to know what happened here. 

 

If they cannot learn these things at school, we must teach them at home. When I 

first told my story, I was not aware of the depth of what I had survived. Living here, 

I realise how important it is to speak out. Every single story is deep and special and 

deserves to be heard because every story is somebody’s life. Faced with denial, our 

duty is to remind people of Srebrenica’s horrible past.  

 

“Even if it is too late for us who survived, maybe others can learn from our experiences.” 



Candle Lighting 

We come together today to remember the victims of the Srebrenica genocide. 

 

We light these candles in remembrance of the lives lost and destroyed by hatred: 

 

• We remember the 8,372 mostly Muslim men and boys who were 

murdered in the space of a week in Srebrenica in July 1995.  
 

• We remember the Bosniak women and girls that were sexually violated 

during the fall of Srebrenica, those who took their own lives, and those 

who live on with physical and emotional scars.  
 

• We remember the survivors of the Death March, and the men who 

survived the mass executions, and honour their courage in telling their 

stories. 
 

• We remember the Mothers of Srebrenica, who grieve every day for their 

missing and murdered relatives and who fight tirelessly for truth and 

justice.  
 

• We remember the elderly, the sick and the children murdered during 

the fall of Srebrenica.  
 

• We remember the Bosniak men murdered in concentration camps 

throughout the Bosnian conflict, and those who survived torture, 

starvation and sexual violence within the camps.  
 

• We remember the 20,000 – 50,000 women and girls subjected to sexual 

violence throughout the war, including those subjected to sexual 

slavery, torture and forced domestic labour in rape camps.  
 

• We remember the women and girls who were forcibly impregnated by 

Bosnian Serb soldiers, and the children born from those rapes.  
 

• We remember the civilians killed during the conflict, particularly the 

3,500 children and those killed during the siege of Sarajevo.  
 

• We remember those who defended their neighbours in a war not of 

their making.  

 

• We remember the 2 million Bosnians who were forcibly displaced from 

their homes and communities through ethnic cleansing, and especially 

those who remain internally displaced today.   



Prayer for the Victims of Srebrenica Genocide 

 

 
Master of the universe  

You created all human beings in your own image.  

 

We remember the victims of Srebrenica genocide whose murderers 

refused to see Your light in their faces.  

 

God of mercy  

We remember with sorrow the thousands of young and old men,  

Innocent lives destroyed brutally because of hatred and vengeance;  

The young dreams that never came to fruition,  

The old age that was not spent with family and friends.  

We remember with sorrow their loss to their grieving mothers, 

family and friends.  

 

God of generations  

Help us in our fight against vengeance, prejudice and hatred, 

 Strengthen us in our efforts to open benighted eyes, distorted 

visions through mistrust and misunderstanding,  

Enlighten us so there shall never be destruction of your creation 

again. 

 

My God  

May it be your will that the souls of the victims of Srebrenica 

genocide live in your eternal peace,  

May their families and friends be comforted in their sorrow,  

May it be your will that we learn to live together without prejudice 

and violence but respect one another as human beings.  

 

Amen  

 

Written by Mehri Niknam MBE, Joseph Interfaith Foundation 



Christian Prayer for Srebrenica 

 

 

 
 

 
O God of truth and justice, 

we remember today the consequences of hatred 

in lives brutally extinguished 

in hearts torn apart 

in memories scarred with pain. 

As we remember and honour the victims of hatred, 

lead us to sorrow over the sins of humanity. 

 

Draw close, we pray, 

to mothers and sisters, 

wives and grandmothers 

and all relatives and loved ones left behind, 

and heal the pain in their souls. 

 

And teach us, O Lord, 

to learn how to live for a world 

where differences are respected and valued, 

and where fear and mistrust 

can never overwhelm us 

nor vengeance be stirred in our hearts. 

 

Give peace we pray, to the people of Srebrenica; 

that their lives may be restored 

through your grace.  

 

Amen. 

 

Prepared by Reverend Julian Francis, St George’s Edgbaston 



Islamic Prayer for Srebrenica 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the Name of God, The Compassionate, The Merciful 

 

My Lord, do not let success deceive me, or defeat drive me to despair. 

Keep reminding me that failure is temptation that precedes success. 

My Lord, teach me that tolerance is the highest degree of strength, 

And the desire for revenge the first sign of weakness. 

My Lord, If You deprive me of my property, leave me hope. 

If you grant me no success, grant me the willpower to overcome the defeat. 

And if You take away the blessing of health, grant me the blessing of faith. 

My Lord, when I sin against people, grant me the power to ask for forgiveness, 

And when people harm me, grant me the power to forgive. 

My Lord, If I forget You, do not forget me. Amen! 

 

  



Bahai Prayer for Unity  

 

 

 

 

O Thou kind Lord! Thou hast created all humanity from the same stock. 

Thou hast decreed that all shall belong to the same household. In Thy Holy 

Presence they are all Thy servants, and all mankind are sheltered beneath 

Thy Tabernacle; all have gathered together at Thy Table of Bounty; all are 

illumined through the light of Thy Providence. 

O God! Thou art kind to all, Thou hast provided for all, dost shelter all, 

conferrest life upon all. Thou hast endowed each and all with talents and 

faculties, and all are submerged in the Ocean of Thy Mercy. 

O Thou kind Lord! Unite all. Let the religions agree and make the nations 

one, so that they may see each other as one family and the whole earth 

as one home. May they all live together in perfect harmony. 

O God! Raise aloft the banner of the oneness of mankind. 

O God! Establish the Most Great Peace. 

Cement Thou, O God, the hearts together.  

O Thou kind Father, God! Gladden our hearts through the fragrance of Thy 

love. Brighten our eyes through the Light of Thy Guidance. Delight our 

ears with the melody of Thy Word, and shelter us all in the Stronghold of 

Thy Providence. 

Thou art the Mighty and Powerful, Thou art the Forgiving and Thou art the 

One Who overlooketh the shortcomings of all mankind. 

- ‘Abdu’l-Bahá 

 

  



Sri Guru Granth Sahib (Sikh scriptures), p.1103 Verses by Bhagat Kabir 

 

  



Living the Lessons Pledge 

As an act of commemoration, we suggest 11 candles to be lit for each pledge made 

to honour the international day of Srebrenica commemoration which takes place 

on 11 July each year.  

 

1. We pledge that when we hear the language of “us and them”, we will 

reach out and find common ground with our neighbour. 
 

2. We pledge that, when we hear stereotyping and scapegoating, we will 

find and share alternative positive stories.    
 

3. We pledge that, when we see discrimination in our schools or 

workplaces, we will challenge this and promote equal opportunities for 

all.  
 

4. We pledge that, when we hear dehumanising language, we will remind 

the speaker of our common humanity.  
 

5. We pledge that, when we see members of our community becoming 

disenfranchised, we will make a concerted effort to engage and include 

them.  
 

6. We pledge that, when we hear divisive propaganda, we will challenge 

this effectively.  
 

7. We pledge that we will protect those who speak out against human 

rights abuses.  
 

8. We pledge that, where we see persecution, we will do everything in our 

power to protect those who are suffering.  
 

9. We pledge that, where we believe that extermination is taking place, we 

will call on our governments and the international community to take 

immediate action.  
 

10. We pledge that we will always challenge denial by believing the victims 

and sharing their stories.  

 

11. We pledge that we will always choose the side of those who are 

suffering over the side of the oppressor.  

 



The Srebrenica Prayer 

 

We pray to almighty God, 

May grievance become hope 

May revenge become justice 

May mothers' tears become prayers 

That Srebrenica Never happens again 

To no one and nowhere 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remembering Srebrenica is the UK charity which aims to teach current and 

future generations about the consequences of hatred and intolerance in all 

communities through learning the lessons of Srebrenica. We are calling on all 

communities to Remember the victims and survivors of the Srebrenica 

genocide; Learn the lessons from Srebrenica, particularly that we must always 

be vigilant against hatred and intolerance in our communities and Pledge to 

take action now to build better and safer communities for all. 

srebrenica.org.uk 

 

 


