Our

Impact
The Stories Behind the Statistics

History of Srebrenica
“These are truly scenes from hell, written on the darkest
pages of human history.”
JUDGE FOUAD RIAD
INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL TRIBUNAL FOR THE FORMER YUGOSLAVIA

Fifty years after the world said “Never Again” to the horrors of the
Holocaust, genocide took place on European soil.
The name Srebrenica has become synonymous with those dark days in
July 1995 when, in the first ever United Nations declared safe area, 8,372
men and boys were murdered and buried in mass graves. The victims,
predominantly Muslim, were selected for death only on the basis of
their identity.
Although Srebrenica is the only mass killing in Balkan wars that has been
officially ruled as genocide by the international courts, this atrocity was
only the final act in a much broader genocidal strategy—euphemistically
dubbed “ethnic cleansing”. The Srebrenica genocide was the planned,
systematic, and industrialised conclusion of a four year campaign of
forced deportation, torture, mass murder and systematic sexual violence
by Bosnian Serb forces in service of their goal to create a “Greater Serbia”.
Genocide does not happen overnight. It begins when hatred and
intolerance are left unchallenged or are manipulated for political gain. With
the fall of Yugoslavia, politicians in the region used divisive nationalism
to gain power and influence. Propaganda and misinformation were
utilised to spread first fear and then hatred, breaking apart decades of
trust between vibrant and integrated communities and turning neighbour
against neighbour.
The lesson from Srebrenica is that no society is invulnerable to prejudice
and intolerance. We must all remain vigilant against these forces, and take
positive action to build stronger, more resilient communities.
Each year on the 11 July, Remembering Srebrenica asks people in the
United Kingdom and beyond to honour the victims and survivors of the
genocide and to pledge to tackle prejudice, hatred and intolerance in their
own communities.
By confronting this dark chapter of our collective history, we illuminate
the darkness with hope—for a better, safer and stronger society for all.

Remembering Srebrenica’s Work
Our vision is a society free from hatred.
We work to achieve this goal by:
Bringing communities
together to REMEMBER
Srebrenica through organising
commemoration events
in the UK.
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KEY STATISTICS

Taking people on our ‘Lessons
from Srebrenica’ educational
visits programme to LEARN
lessons from the survivors of
the genocide.

What We have
Achieved in our
First 5 Years

Creating Community
Champions who PLEDGE
to stand up to hatred
and intolerance in their
communities.

1,100

Community Champions created
who pledge to stand up to hate.

75,000 175,000
Educated more than

young people in the lessons
from Srebrenica.

people brought together through
memorial activities.

173m

5,300

Raised awareness by creating

opportunities to engage
with survivor stories.

“I am incredibly proud of what Remembering
Srebrenica has achieved over the last five
years. For me there is no greater privilege
than to honour the memories of those who
were murdered, and to learn the lessons
from Srebrenica to help build safer, stronger
communities here in the UK.None of this
would happen without the dedication and
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Organised over

memorial activities.

commitment of our 6 Regional & 3 Country
Boards, our 1,100 Community Champions
and of course the team at Remembering
Srebrenica. Thank you all. Together we can
achieve a society free from hatred.”
DR WAQAR AZMI OBE
CHAIRMAN, REMEMBERING SREBRENICA
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2017 in Review

Memorial Activities 2017

A Message from the Director
“2017 was Remembering Srebrenica’s most
impactful year to date. Our powerful theme,
“Breaking the Silence: Gender and Genocide”
was a catalyst for engaging new audiences and
building productive partnerships. Our Regional
& Country boards and Community Champions
really went above and beyond, holding a record
1,000 memorial events in July alone.

Our focus on monitoring all memorial activities
for 2017 also shows that the work does not
begin and end with memorial week—our
Champions are living the lessons from
Srebrenica throughout the year.”
AMY DRAKE
DIRECTOR OF REMEMBERING SREBRENICA

This year, for the first time, Remembering Srebrenica also recorded all memorial
activities taking place throughout the year.

Schools Museums
Arts
Spaces

Workplaces

Memorial Week 2017: National Events
Remembering Srebrenica is the sole organiser
of the UK’s Srebrenica Memorial Day
commemorations. National events were
held in the UK and also Scotland, Wales
and Northern Ireland. The UK National
Commemoration for Srebrenica brought 750
dignitaries together to hear powerful and
moving stories of courage and survival from
Bakira Hasečić and Munira Subašić.

Churches

“The work of people like Bakira Hasečić is
helping to ensure that the victims of sexual
violence are heard, and that the crimes against
them are not forgotten. And she is providing
a further spur for all of us—Governments
and communities around the world—to act
to reduce and ultimately eradicate violence
against women.”

In Memorial Week 2017 Remembering Srebrenica
Community Champions and supporters achieved:

local memorial
events organised
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Libraries

First Minister with Pimlico Academy schoolchildren

Memorial Week 2017: Local Events

1,000+

Civic
Centres

memorial
activities in...

Prisons
Mosques
Synagogues

First Minister for Scotland, Nicola Sturgeon MSP
addressed those present, and said:

UK National Memorial Event, Guildhall

2000

Police
Forces

70,000
people brought together
through memorial events
in local communities

Raising Awareness

Remembering Srebrenica’s awareness raising campaigns aim to:

Keep the memory
of Srebrenica alive

Amplify the voices of
victims and survivors

Tackle hatred & intolerance
through education

In 2017, we created:

90%

of event organisers felt that memorial
events offer the opportunity to bring people
from different communities together and
build relationships and understanding.

62 million
opportunities to view
our key messages

Our short video
featuring survivor
testimony was shared

500k+

Survivor stories
featured in
national and
international media

10.3k Twitter
9.4k Facebook

times on Facebook alone
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Education Report 2017

CASE STUDY

LESSONS FROM SREBRENICA VISITS PROGRAMME

100%

of participants felt more aware
of the relevance of the genocide
to the UK today

200

UK citizens participated in
“Lessons from Srebrenica”
programme in 2017

97.6%

of participants felt they were
part of an ongoing effort to
create a more cohesive society

Future Leaders in Schools

In February 2017, 12 students from 4 different schools
travelled to Bosnia-Herzegovina. On their return, they led
education and commemoration in their schools to mark the
22nd anniversary of the genocide, educating 1000s of students
about the lessons they learnt in Srebrenica.

KEY DELEGATIONS
• Prominent educators, including the
General Secretary and President of the
National Education Union
• Interfaith delegations—London rabbis
and imams

Gail Ross MSP in Potočari. Photo credit: John Young.

• Key political figures, including Ruth
Davidson MSP and Kezia Dugdale MSP

EDUCATING YOUNG PEOPLE
“The genocide in Srebrenica should never
be forgotten. It teaches us a painful lesson
about where hatred can lead. But as
Remembering Srebrenica reminds us—it is
also time to act. Schools should be places
which promote respect, understanding
and the value of peace. I strongly urge all

schools to educate and commemorate.
Children are our future and the prize of
peace rests with them.”
KEVIN COURTNEY
JOINT GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE
NATIONAL EDUCATION UNION
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Future Leaders in Schools
“I quickly realised that to learn and
understand the genocide, one does
not need to memorise dates and
names—it's about compassion,
understanding, empathy and a
drive for change in society.”
ASHLEIGH MASSINGHAM
Remembering Srebrenica
Future Leader

30
events

2017 HIGHLIGHTS
• 20,000 students marked Srebrenica Memorial
Week—our highest number ever

3,600

• 1,000 young people participated in the 8-3-7-2
football tournament, in partnership with the
F.A. and Kick it Out

young people educated
about Srebrenica by
Future Leaders

• 2,500 young people heard direct survivor
testimony through Survivors’ Lecture Tour
• Key partnership with the National Education
Union, extending the reach of our resources to
450,000 educators
6 Remembering Srebrenica
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“We have to educate people about
why hatred is so destructive and
why tolerance is so important;
without tolerance things like this
can happen. We have seen the most
destructive part of humanity”
DRU BLACKMAN
Remembering Srebrenica
Future Leader

“It is so important for young
people to see this for themselves,
to walk in the path of recent war
and genocide. This is absolutely
something that they need to learn
and spread to other people”
PAUL SALVER
Teacher

Hasan Hasanović with pupils from Hampton School
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How does our work impact wider society?

CHAMPIONS

Board Chairs

Community Champions

3 Country Boards and
6 English Regional Boards
created, co-ordinated by
11 Board Chairs.

1,100 Community Champions
who have pledged to keep the
memory of Srebrenica alive and
to build a society free
from hatred.

We are extremely proud
that Her Majesty the Queen
honoured three of our
Board Chairs over the last
12 months for their work
championing the message of
Remembering Srebrenica.

Investing in People

CHANGE

COMMUNITIES

1,100 UK citizens have visited
Bosnia-Herzegovina on our
‘Lessons from Srebrenica’
programme.

David Melding CBE
Co-Chair of
Remembering
Srebrenica Wales

Elinor Chohan MBE
Chair of Remembering
Srebrenica North West

“It was the most difficult, yet the
most inspiring experience I’ve
ever had”.

Bringing Communities
Together

“We engaged with different types of
people which was very important...
The fact that we had in the
building people who had never
been to a synagogue meant that
people with different ideas had the
opportunity to understand we are
just like you, and we are just like
everyone else. We have our crosses
to bear because of prejudice and
preconception, but these events
gave the opportunity to talk to
people across the divide.”
Jim Fletcher
Event Organiser

Over 5,000 memorial
activities have brought more
than 170,000 people together
across the UK

Dr Helen Connolly got involved
with Remembering Srebrenica
in 2015 when she led a “Lessons
from Srebrenica” delegation of
her students from the University
of Bedfordshire.

This work has shown me how to
be a better citizen, and how I can
make an impact in my community
through building bridges and
connections. I didn’t anticipate
the impact on my life the visit to
Srebrenica would have on me”.

Social Action

Many of our champions describe
the moment of bearing witness
to survivor testimony in the
place that the genocide both
began and ended as being a
point of transformation.

Change happens when you
invest in people. Through our
‘Lessons from Srebrenica’
programme, we offer a unique
opportunity to engage with
survivors in context—where
it happened.

Rabbi Sybil Sheridan was so
inspired by a Remembering
Srebrenica memorial activity
that she pledged to hold three
Srebrenica memorial events
at West London Synagogue in
Memorial Week 2017.
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The Very Rev
Dr Lorna Hood OBE
Chair of Remembering
Srebrenica Scotland

“By actually visiting the site of
the genocide, and meeting with
survivors, I realised that I had now
become part of the story. Once
you become part of the story you
cannot turn away from it.

Over 75,000 young people have
been educated with the lessons
from Srebrenica
In March 2015, Remembering
Srebrenica organised its first
ever survivor lecture tour. Hasan
Hasanović visited Hampton School
and spoke to pupils there about
surviving the Death March.

“I have learned to build friendships
across divides such as faith
and ethnicity”.

Pupils from the school have set up
a genocide education group,

Partnerships for Change:
Tackling Hate Crime with
Greater Manchester Police

After attending a “Lessons from
Srebrenica” delegation in 2016,
Chief Constable Ian Hopkins of
Greater Manchester Police said:

Rabbi Sybil Sheridan receives Community
Champion Award

“I will use the lessons from
Srebrenica to have conversations
with communities, with people I
work with about how we tackle hate
crime more effectively and how we
overcome some of the ignorance
that exist that leads to hate”

Powerful Women's Circle event with
survivor Munira Subašić

Genocide 80Twenty, which is
working to transform genocide
education in the UK. The
dedicated group of pupils has:
• conducted and presented
significant research into
genocide education;
• written a genocide textbook,
“Genocide Know More”
• lobbied in Parliament for
reforms to genocide education
• worked with 10 schools to
commemorate Srebrenica
in July 2017.

He has honoured that pledge.
The partnership between GMP
and Remembering Srebrenica has:
• Educated over 100 police officers
and cadets about Srebrenica;
• Organised a hate crime
conference bringing together
national hate crime policing
leads to hear direct survivor
testimony; and
• Set up an innovative mentoring
programme to empower young
people to find new ways to
tackle hatred.
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HOW YOU CAN HELP

THEME FOR 2018

Fundraising
Be a part of the change. Donate to create the world’s first
International Srebrenica Memorial Learning Centre.
Help us to expand our reach by being a part of the
world’s first International Srebrenica Memorial
Learning Centre. The proposed Learning Centre
will be the first dedicated space outside of

These questions are critical to the prevention
of future genocides. Acts of courage in times of
war help us to understand how communities
may resist regimes that seek to spread fear and
division. They sow the seeds of possibility and
hope for peace and reconciliation.
During the war in Bosnia-Herzegovina, ordinary
people undertook acts of extraordinary courage.
In Sarajevo, the Jewish community protected
their neighbours by sharing food and medicine.
In Bijeljina, headteacher Lazar Manojlović refused
to exclude Bosniak pupils and teachers, stating
publicly that he recognised only two ethnonationalities in his school—the nation of students
and the nation of teachers. Amongst the horrors
of Omarska, Dr. Idriz Merdžanić risked his life
to document the brutality and to pass this to the
international media.
These ordinary heroes were defined by the
choices that they made in seemingly impossible
circumstances. It is fitting that the word “hero”
comes from the Greek “to protect”, as these
individuals chose to protect others—their loved
ones, their neighbours, their communities.
What separates these everyday heroes from their
neighbours who fell prey to the genocidal ideology
of Karadžić, Mladić and others? In a time of
10 Remembering Srebrenica
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fear, they chose hope. Hope found many ways
to flourish—through children continuing their
educations in the hope of a better future, through
the arts, through the sharing of jokes even in
the darkest times and through the stubborn
insistence of people continuing to live their lives
as normally as possible.
Even today, too many continue to deny that the
genocide happened and glorify the perpetrators.
Genocide survivors, who were never meant to
return to the “ethnically cleansed” territory,
returned home and took great personal risks
to speak out, demanding the truth about the
fate of their loved ones, sharing their stories and
testifying in the courts to bring the architects of
the genocide to justice.

“I saw how low you can go
as a human being, but also
incredible acts of courage.”
HAJRUDIN MESIĆ

SREBRENICA SURVIVOR

We learn about Srebrenica to remember the
horrors of the past in order that we will not
repeat them. However we can, and should, draw
inspiration from the acts of bravery, heroism and
a determination to resist hatred.
We hope that the 2018 theme will be
embraced by schools, local authorities,
faith institutions, workplaces, museums,
libraries, and more to bring communities
together to inspire people to have the courage
to stand up to hatred and intolerance.

The proposed Learning Centre will:

Attract

25,000

visitors per annum who will
learn about the genocide

Create

10,000

global community champions
each year

Reach around

50 million

Rooful Ali

When we commemorate genocide, we usually
focus on the very darkest aspects of human
nature. We ask ourselves why. Why do people
hate? Why do people rape? Why do people kill?
We should also ask: How do people survive? How
do people hold hope? How do people resist?

Bosnia-Herzegovina for sharing the lessons
from this tragic episode in recent European
history, and for sharing best practice in building
more resilient and cohesive communities.

people each year through
media activities

To Donate

What your donation will do

You can donate directly in the following ways:

• Honour the forgotten genocide
victims and their families

Online via Justgiving:
https://www.justgiving.com/ummah-help
Via cheque—payable to:
“Remembering Srebrenica”
Call our fundraising team on 0121 434 3343

• Form a living legacy for future
generations to remember and learn
the lessons from Srebrenica
• Contribute to a more compassionate
and cohesive world

You can also donate £10 NOW by texting SREB11 to 70070

“The lesson of Srebrenica is that the stirring up of hatred and
discrimination is always wrong, and if left unchecked, can
lead to terrible evil. So we should all, wherever we live in the
world, work for understanding and tolerance between all
peoples. That is the message of Remembering Srebrenica and
I commend them for their valuable work.”
HRH PRINCESS ANNE

“Bodies are still being identified and buried: women are still
praying their missing husband or son might return; victims of
sexual abuse are still living with the emotional scars. They will
never forget what happened- and Remembering Srebrenica is
doing a vital job of ensuring we in Britain do not forget either.”
PRIME MINISTER THERESA MAY

“Speaking for myself, and on behalf of the Bosnian people,
I offer my sincere thanks to Remembering Srebrenica for
pronouncing the truth and guarding the memory of the
victims of the Srebrenica genocide.”
PRESIDENT BAKIR IZETBEGOVIĆ

“We must stand by Bosnia today and long into the future—
in honour of all those who died, and in solidarity with
those who mourn them still.”
ANGELINA JOLIE

2nd Floor, Newland House
137–139 Hagley Road, Birmingham, B16 8UA, UK
+44 (0)121 454 3343 info@srebrenica.org.uk
@SrebrenicaUK

RememberingSrebrenica

www.srebrenica.org.uk
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