
 
  

‘Every Action Matters’  

Lesson Plan and 

Resources  
 

Introduction  

The theme for 2020 ‘Every Action Matters’ has 
real, tangible relevance for communities in the 
UK.  Through education resources and 
commemoration activities, the stories of people 
making a real difference in their communities 

during this trying time is more important than 
ever. The lasting legacy of the theme for the 
25th anniversary of the genocide will be to 

empower communities to support each other. 

Please contact kate.williams@srebrenica.org.uk 

for more information on our 2020 memorial 
activities. 

The purpose of this lesson plan and collection 

of poems is to enable discussion for students at 

KS3 or KS4 around the topic of genocide, 

reconciliation and how to build community 

cohesion, in line with the 2020 Memorial Week 

theme ‘Every Action Matters’. We have selected 

three poems by Mirsad Solaković, a survivor of 

the conflict for students to analyse. There is a 

suggested lesson plan to follow, though you 

may wish to only use one poem or the 

autobiography with your classes.  

  

 

 

 

 

Aims   

● To identify key elements 

within Mirsad Solaković 

based around the principles 

of reconciliation and 

bridging the divide.  

● To compare the language of 

two poems.  

● To raise awareness of the 

1995 Srebrenica genocide 

and its relevance to the UK 

today.  

  

Outcomes  

  

● Students will understand the 

term ‘genocide’ in the context of 

Srebrenica.  

● Students will have identified the 

key elements from Mirsad 

Solaković’s work.  

● Students will have compared the 

language and structure of two 

poems.  

● Students will be more likely to 

take positive action to create a 

more cohesive society and 

challenge hatred and intolerance  

  



 

Bridging the Divide Suggested Lesson Plan 

Starter (15 

mins)  

Display the first poem ‘Splendour of Truth’ on the board when students 

enter the room. On post-it notes, get them to write down their guess as to 

what topic, country or event the poem is about.  

  

Feedback some of their ideas. Good questions to ask here would be to focus 
on what phrases the students picked out that led them to their inference.  
  

Misconceptions: Many students will incorrectly link the poem to the 

Holocaust, which may  be the only genocide they are aware of. This is a 

perfect learning experience for students, who can expand on their 

knowledge of genocide.  

  

The next slide has a video from the BBC that explains Srebrenica and the 

context of the Bosnian War so that students may better understand the 

poem (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ymf5p3LbCAE ).  

  

Ask them to return to their post-it note and to see if they stick by their 

original idea of what the poem is about. Ask them to make any changes they 

make in another colour.  

Friendship  
(15 mins)  

Get the students into groups of approximately 4. Give the students the poem 

- ‘Friendship’ . Explain that everyone in the group must fill out one box on 

the sheet. After 5 minutes, they must feedback to their group about their part 

of the poem.  

Once students have done this, they should then decide what they think is the 

theme of the poem and decide if the message is positive or negative.  

Old  

Mostar 
Bridge   

(20 mins)  

The final poem of the pack is longer than the first two, and focuses on the 

theme of 2019’s Srebrenica Memorial Week ‘Bridging the Divide’. This 

focuses on how coming together and supporting one another is an action 

that we all must take in times of hardship. 

  

Show the student’s the video explaining the importance of Old Mostar 

Bridge produced UNESCO and NHK: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g9wtpfJekIU  

 

If you have more time, you can also show the students our video focused on 

this year’s themes: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m8MBcWRuGco  

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ymf5p3LbCAE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ymf5p3LbCAE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g9wtpfJekIU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m8MBcWRuGco


 

Provide the students with the poem ‘Old Mostar Bridge’. You may wish to 

read through the poem as a class or ask the students to read it silently.  We 

have provided boxes to guide student’s discussion, or alternatively you can 

get students to compare this poem to one of the two previous poems 

studied: ‘Splendour of Truth’ or ‘Friendship’.  

Plenary (10 

mins)  

Ask the students to distil one message that they’ve learned from the poems 

they’ve read during the lesson into a tweet (280 characters or less). It 

should include @SrebrenicaUK and #EveryActionMatters as keywords.  

  

(If you tweet out your student’s messages, please @KSrebrenica so that we 

can view them and select some to be retweeted onto Remembering 

Srebrenica’s twitter account!)  

  

  


