
Safe Area:
Sarajevo
Sarajevo's population shrank from 350,000 to 200,000 during the
war. Many in the city survived only on UN humanitarian aid. There
is no open space in the city to grow fruit or vegetables, though a
few people try to grow produce on their balconies or keep
animals in their homes.
 

The city is completely surrounded by Bosnian Serb military. It is
constantly under fire. The main street through the city is
nicknamed 'Sniper Alley', as to drive down it puts you at risk of
being shot at by snipers. The UN convoys are mainly occupied by
fixing electricity and water supplies and providing aid, as routes
into the city are constantly disrupted by shelling.
 

An airlift began in July 1992 to save the city from starvation, but it
cannot feed the population. Half the humanitarian aid to the city
comes in by road. There is never enough food in the city to build
up a stockpile. 
 

Sarajevo has a population of Bosnian Serbs, Croats and Muslims.



Before the war, Srebrenica was only home to 10,000 people, but
now internally displaced refugees have swelled the town's
population to 50,000. The inhabitants are mostly Bosnian Muslims
who have fled from neighbouring villages for safety. There is a
15sq km demilitarised zone around Srebrenica, and all who enter
must give up their weapons. However, the Bosnian Serb army
disputes that all inside the enclave have disarmed, and employs a
tight cordon around the enclave to prevent aid going in and out.
 

Srebrenica has been described as an 'open jail'. There is no
electricity and a water shortage. There is also a high risk of
disease.
 

The Bosnian Serb forces have prevented materials for rebuilding
the town to enter Srebrenica, and cigarette smuggling related
crime has become a big issue in the area. Children have clothes
made from the parachute material of UN aid drops and when
those drops to come, they often are sporadic.

Safe Area:
Srebrenica



Safe Area:
Bihać
Approximately 300,000 people live in Bihać of which 40,000 of
them are refugees. It is an overwhelmingly Bosnian Muslim area,
surrounded by Serb-controlled areas of Bosnia and Croatia. Once
known for its farmland, Bihać was once praised for it's
multicultural unity. However, Bihać was sealed off from the world
by Bosnian Serb forces at the start of the war.
 

Most Bosnian Muslims in the region did not want Bihać to
become a 'safe area' as they believed they were able to defend it
better without UN intervention. Running water is available, the
hospital is still running, electricity lines operate. Factories still
produce chocolate, beer and plastic. However many smaller
businesses have been affected by Bosnian Serb shelling. Salaries
in Bihać range from DM70 (£48) to DM150 (£103) a month.
 

Before the war, 70% of the population were Bosnian Muslims, 18%

were Bosnian Serb and 7% were Bosnian Croats. Few Bosnian
Serbs remain. The UN has a presence in the city.



Safe Area:
Tuzla
Tuzla's buses and electricity still runs as Tuzla has its own power
and water supply. Fresh food is still available, even if the
inhabitants do need to rely on the UN aid to feed the estimated
100,000 refugees in the city.  Surrounding Tuzla, there is still
farmland with which to grow produce and an estimated two to
three convoys pass into Tuzla every week to deliver aid. Tuzla has
yet to be seriously attacked and the front lines are not being
pushed at this time.
 

The city remains tolerant of traditions that have vanished from
elsewhere in Bosnia, though many Bosnian Serbs and Croats
have left. Even so, the Serbian Orthodox Church remains open in
Tuzla.
 

However, even though the appearance is that life has continued
as normal, it is important to remember that Tuzla is struggling to
supply food for all the refugees that have come to seek shelter in
the city. The UN brings in wheat flour, high-protein foods, milk
powder, sugar and yeast each week for the refugee population.



Safe Area:
Goražde
Approximately 60,000 people live in Goražde, whereas only
37,000 lived there before the war. The town has been under siege
for more than a year. Bosnian Serb forces have cut off the
mountain pass that acts as a lifeline to the town and halted the
flow of food and ammunition to the city. Previously, Bosnian
Muslims would make nightly trips along the 12 mile route to
collect supplies. 
 

The Bosnian Serb military  has repeated blocked the UN from
entering the town but some US air-drops have reached Goražde,
providing the inhabitants with food and medical supplies.
 

The city is shelled almost daily, causing damage to buildings and
costing lives. In the winter, those living in Goražde cut down trees
from the surrounding forest to use for fuel to stay warm, but there
were still deaths from the sub-zero temperatures.



Safe Area:
Žepa
Between 16,000 and 20,000 Bosnian Muslims are trapped in this
mountain enclave. Several thousand are refugees, including
orphans from other parts of Eastern Bosnia. Because it is such a
remote region, the exact boundaries of it are unclear but there are
no supply routes left to the region.
 

The Bosnian Serb military neutralised Bosnian Muslim resistance
and many people in the area have gone into hiding. One
makeshift refuge consisted of tents made from foliage housing
several hundred people.
 

Even without structured housing or support, the situation in Žepa
is considered better than that in Goražde. Despite having no
electricity or medical centres, Žepa does have a water supply and
sanitation is still adequate. However, most humanitarian aid still
must be air-dropped in.
 

There is a UN presence at Žepa including teams from the Ukraine
and France.
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