
Learning the lessons from Srebrenica 
to tackle hatred and intolerance to help build a 

cohesive society for everyone



The Srebrenica genocide is the single greatest 
atrocity in Europe since the Second World War. 

It remains a brutal reminder of man’s inhumanity 
to man. In July 1995, more than 8,000 people were 

systematically murdered because others 
hated them for who they were. 

“I’ve never spoken about Srebrenica, 
I’ve mainly kept silent, but more and 

more people are denying what happened. 
All children have a right to learn what 
actually happened and not to bring up 

new generations full of hatred.”

NEDŽAD AVDIĆ
Genocide survivor

The European Parliament 
urges the development of 
educational and cultural 
programmes that promote 
an understanding of the 
causes of such atrocities and 
raise awareness about the 
need to nurture peace and to 
promote human rights and 
interreligious tolerance.
EU RESOLUTION, 9 JULY 2015
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The European Parliament 
calls on the Council and the 
Commission to commemorate 
appropriately the anniversary 
of the Srebrenica-Potočari 
act of genocide by supporting 
Parliament’s recognition 
of 11 July as the day of 
commemoration of the 
Srebrenica genocide all over 
the EU, and to call on all the 
countries of the western 
Balkans to do the same.

EU RESOLUTION, 15 JANUARY 2009



This year marks 21 years since 
the single greatest atrocity in 
Europe since the Second World 
War and a brutal reminder of 
man’s inhumanity to man. Over 
8,000 Bosnian Muslim men 
and boys were systematically 
murdered because of who they 
were. The youngest victim of 
the genocide was just two days 
old—shot in the head. The child 
would have turned 21 this year.

We live in turbulent times. As 
we witness increasing levels of 
hate, particularly anti-Muslim 
hatred, it has never been more 
important to engage with young 
people and teach them that 
such hatred leads to genocide.

The number of anti-Muslim 
hate crimes tripled in the wake 
of the Paris terrorist attacks. 
Most victims were Muslim girls 
and women wearing traditional 
Islamic dress with many physically 
assaulted and verbally abused. 
There have also been arson 
attacks on mosques.

Our theme for 2016 is ’21: 
Coming of age—time to act’. 
We aim to inspire Britain’s 
young people to join older 
generations in challenging 
hatred in our communities 
and help create a more 
cohesive society for all. 

By doing so, we not only 
honour thousands of people 
brutally murdered for who 
they were, but we celebrate 
the hope that rises from the 
darkest times. Now, in 2016, 
it is time to act—not just for 
our young people, but for 
each and every generation. 
More than ever, it is vital 
that we come together to 
ensure that hatred of the 
kind witnessed in Srebrenica 
21 years ago this July never 
takes root in our society.

Theme for 2016
’21: Coming of age—Time to Act’

In 2015, we marked the 20th anniversary of the Srebrenica 
genocide, raising awareness and honouring the memory 
of 8,372 Bosnian Muslim men and boys systematically 
murdered in July 1995.

We worked with volunteers across the UK to organise more than 
200 memorial events involving 20,000 people. These included 
a service in Westminster Abbey, attended by 2,000 people, and 
national services in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. The 
Prime Minister held a Downing Street reception and Her Royal 
Highness The Princess Royal represented the UK in Srebrenica.
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Our Work 
at a Glance
Remembering 
Srebrenica works in 
three areas to tackle 
hatred and help build 
a better, safer and 
more cohesive society 
for everyone:

1 Keeping the 
memory alive 

through organising 
commemoration 
events, which bring 
communities together 
to REMEMBER the 
victims of Srebrenica.

2 Taking people 
on our ‘Lessons 

from Srebrenica visits 
programme to LEARN 
the lessons from the 
genocide, and set 
up projects to build 
safer, more cohesive 
communities.

3 Creating champions 
who PLEDGE 

to stand up against 
hatred and intolerance 
in their communities.

Schoolchildren learn the lessons from Srebrenica

Schoolchildren in Blackburn commemorate Srebrenica Memorial Day
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Prime Minister David Cameron addresses the Remembering Srebrenica 
reception at 10 Downing Street
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By raising awareness of the lessons from 
Srebrenica, we help people across the UK to 
strengthen our society by understanding how 
hatred can destroy communities.

In 2015, we generated 66 million opportunities 
for UK citizens to access our messages through 
TV, radio and press. We worked with BBC One 
to produce a documentary—‘A Deadly Warning: 
Srebrenica Revisited’ which reached three 
million people. The film followed five young 
people born in 1995, as they travelled to Bosnia 

with Remembering Srebrenica to meet survivors 
and victims’ families. 

Julie Podbielski-Stewart, Abdul Farooq, Jonas 
Pelendi, Izzie Shaw and Hannah Gerson learned 
at first-hand how easily prejudice can take hold 
and why this story has important lessons for us 
all in Britain today. 

Julie said: “My generation doesn’t know what 
happened in Srebrenica. People don’t know there 
was a war in Bosnia.”

Our educational visits programme—‘Lessons from 
Srebrenica’ has taken some 650 UK citizens over 
two years to meet survivors and victims’ families. 
Our delegates return as Community Champions 
and pledge to strengthen community cohesion and 
help ensure this atrocity is neither forgotten nor 
happens again. 

Under the leadership of each of our nine regional 
and country boards, these Community Champions 
make a difference in their communities to help 
build a better, safer and more cohesive society for 
everyone—whether through memorial events or 
reaching out to fellow citizens through activities in 
schools and community groups.

Our boards and chairs are:

•  Scotland—The Very Rev Dr Lorna Hood
•  Wales—David Melding AM & Saleem Kidwai OBE
•  Northern Ireland—Dr Ahmed Helmy
•  London & South East—Rameez Kaleem
•  South West—Anousheh Haghdadi
•  West Midlands—Tom Reynolds
•  East Midlands—Inam Khan
•  North West—Noordad Aziz
•  Yorkshire & North East—Cllr Alex Ross-Shaw

In 2016, our boards will work hard to raise 
awareness of our activities, develop our volunteer 
network and fundraise to support our work.

Tasif Zaman delivered class-based teaching to over 
1,800 London school children. 

Jerri Butler, Mashuda Shaikh and Simon 
Campbell-Skelling worked with youth groups in 
areas such as Sunderland and Kirklees; helping 
young people learn about the importance of creating 
a cohesive society in their own communities.

Young people in Manchester contributed to 
building community cohesion by raising awareness 
of Srebrenica. Some handed out white roses to 
people in the city centre in a Srebrenica ‘flashmob’, 
whilst young girls created a ‘Srebrenica flower’ 
artwork in a special workshop.

In 2015, our education packs for teachers 
reached over 18,000 children whilst 1,000 
young people played in our UK-wide Srebrenica 
Memorial Football tournament. Our first 
international conference at Royal Holloway 
University investigated the impact of the 
genocide 20 years on.

Our flagship ‘Lessons From Srebrenica’ 
educational visits programme took 415 selected 
individuals to Srebrenica in 2015. They all 
returned to the UK as Community Champions 
ready to use the lessons from Srebrenica to help 
create a more cohesive society.

Building on our existing education pack, we 
launched lesson plans tailored to Scottish 
Curriculum requirements. The resources help 
ensure pupils understand the behaviours and 
influences around them that can either build or 
damage a cohesive community. The pack is being 
used at Portobello High School, in Edinburgh. 

Head Teacher Ruth McKay said: “Inclusive 
schools build inclusive societies. By giving our 
young people opportunities to explore events 
such as those in Srebrenica, we support them in 
developing strong values and becoming active, 
engaged, global citizens able to create cohesive 
communities for the future.”

Girls’ Press Club member with Srebrenica flower artwork
Pupils at Portobello High School use our education pack. 
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Izzie Shaw, Julie Podbielski-Stewart, and Hannah Gerson visit the Sarajevo 
Tunnel Museum.
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www.srebrenica.org.uk

2nd Floor, Newland House 
137-139 Hagley Road, Birmingham, B16 8UA, UK

Telephone: +44 (0)121 454 3343  
Email: info@srebrenica.org.uk

Facebook.com/RememberingSrebrenica  
Twitter.com/SrebrenicaUK

“The name of Srebrenica now stands for one of the darkest 
chapters of European history...Some dared to believe, after 
Auschwitz and Birkenau, that such horrors were consigned to 
history and could never happen again in our modern world. 
But they did. So we must learn and act on the lessons of 
Srebrenica, on the need to act in the face of evil.”

DAVID CAMERON
Prime Minister

“Keeping alive the memory of the crimes committed in July 
1995 is just part of what is owed to the victims and the 
communities that mourn them. Remembering painful truths 
about the past is the key to our shared quest for a better and 
more tolerant world.”

CHIEF RABBI EPHRAIM MIRVIS
Chief Rabbi of the United Hebrew
Congregations of the Commonwealth

“Some mothers are still searching for the bones of their 
children. That is our life now—our biggest problem and our 
greatest mission. I doubt all of you can understand the pain 
and suffering we must endure, but I am certain that any 
mother can.”

MUNIRA SUBAŠIĆ
Srebrenica Mother


