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Students visit Bosnia massacre site
DEEP emotional scars were 
remembered by students who 
travelled to Bosnia to highlight  
genocide.

Three sixth-form students 
from Garth Hill College travelled 
overseas to pay their respects 

to the Srebrenica massacre, the 
worst atrocity on European soil 
since the Holocaust.

The massacre in July 1995 
saw the slaying of  8,372 
Bosniak Muslim boys and men, 
perpetrated by Serb forces in 

the eastern town, as well as the 
expelling of  more than 20,000 
civilians.

“I want to be able to help tackle 
intolerance and discrimination 
within our society,” said Hannah 
McAuley, who travelled with 

classmates Jamie 
Johnson, Chloe 
Coventry and teacher 
Francesca Long.

“It’s especially 
important during 
today’s society to 
highlight that due 
to this intolerance, 
discrimination and prejudice, 
extreme events just like the 
genocide can occur.”

Before the four-day trip, the 
students attended workshops 
arranged by event organiser and 
charity Remembering Srebrenica 
to equip them with what to 
expect.

They heard from survivors of  
the massacre that happened 22 
years ago, when General Rakto 
Mladic ordered his Serb forces 
to systematically carry out the 
murders in the ethnic cleansing.

The International Commission 
on Missing Persons also gave 
a speech to the students, who 
spearhead the effort to locate 
and identify the 40,000 people 
who went missing during the 
conflicts.

“Visiting Srebrenica and 
hearing from survivors of  the 
genocide is a moving but vitally 
important experience and we 
know from experience the 
impact it has,” said the charity’s 
education manager, Rebecca 
Heron.

“We have taken nearly 
a thousand people on the 
programme over the last 
three years and these have all 
returned to become community 
champions, promoting safer, 
stronger communities.

“We are looking to build long-
term partnerships with these 
young people and work with 
them, not just throughout the 
year, but also to follow their 
progress.”

The Garth Hill students were 
returning from the trip today.

TRIP HIGHLIGHTS WORST EUROPEAN GENOCIDE SINCE THE HOLOCAUST

Potocari cemetery, overlooking the old United Nations base in Srebrenica, Bosnia

The whole group outside the Tunnel Museum in 
Sarajevo


