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The Srebrenica Genocide
Humanity has lived through the darkest of times, but few
events have marked our collective consciousness more than
the Srebrenica genocide.
It seems incomprehensible that just 25 years ago, an inhumane
plan could be hatched for ethnic cleansing in Europe, with
more than 8,000 Bosnian Muslim men and boys systematically
and industrially murdered during the Bosnian War.
Described by the United Nations as ‘the worst crime on
European soil since the Second World War’, the killings at
Srebrenica have been classified as genocide by both the
International Court of Justice and the International Criminal
Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia. Yet denial of this atrocity
remains prevalent and a failure to face up to the past has
led to more pain and suffering for survivors of the genocide,
who have already experienced the worst of humanity.
The lessons learned from Srebrenica are that hatred and
intolerance can flourish if left unchallenged even in an
integrated society like Bosnia and Herzegovina where people
of different faiths had lived peacefully together for hundreds
of years.
The 11th July has been designated as the official day of
remembrance for the victims of Srebrenica. During this week
each year, we are asked to honour the victims and survivors
of the genocide, and pledge to create a better, stronger and
more cohesive society in the United Kingdom.
There must be no empty pledges. We must ensure that
people understand the horror that can be unleashed should
we fail in our aim. The genocide in Srebrenica is truly the
darkest moment of human history since the Second World
War as thousands of innocent lives were taken as a result
of nationalism which fuelled hatred against Muslims. By
confronting this dark chapter of our collective history, we can
illuminate the future with hope.

Message from the

Rt Hon Robert Jenrick MP

Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government

25 years ago, we witnessed the tragedy
of Srebrenica unfold. Over 8,000 Muslim
men and boys killed. Thousands of others
suffered. Many women and girls were
victims of sexual abuse. The world watched
as these horrific events took place. Too little
action, and far too late.
Many people have taken steps to make a
positive change; The Mothers of Srebrenica
and other survivors who have worked
tirelessly for justice for their loved ones.
The journalists who first reported on the
tragedy—telling the world of the horrors
they saw. Without their actions, we would
not have known the true extent of the
suffering of thousands of people.

Here in this country, Remembering
Srebrenica's Community Champions are
making a real difference. They are helping
to bring people together and inspiring
the next generation. They work with our
schools so that young people can learn
more about the horrors of the genocide in
Srebrenica, to help ensure that this cannot
happen again.
The Remembering Srebrenica theme for
2020 is 'Every Action Matters'. We should
never forget what happened in Srebrenica,
and pledge to make a difference. It is our
duty to do so, and the best way to honour
those who were killed and remember those
who survived.
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UK’s Theme For 2020

Every Action Matters
Every year, Remembering Srebrenica UK
selects a theme that reflects an aspect of
the genocide that must be commemorated,
but also speaks to communities here across
the country. The UK’s Srebrenica Memorial
Week for 2020 will be taking place from 5th
to 12th July.
The theme for 2020 is ‘Every Action
Matters’. Srebrenica has become a world
symbol of the horrific consequences that
can result from inaction. The collective
failure of the international community
to intervene and prevent the genocide
has been acknowledged by the late Kofi
Annan, the former Secretary-General of the
United Nations who later acknowledged
this fact and said that: “the cardinal lesson
of Srebrenica is that a deliberate and
systematic attempt to terrorise, expel
or murder an entire people must be met
decisively with all necessary means”.
This is echoed by the late Elie Wiesel, a
survivor of the Holocaust who said: “We
must always take sides. Neutrality helps
the oppressor, never the victim. Silence
encourages the tormentor, never the
tormented. Sometimes we must interfere.
When human lives are endangered, when
human dignity is in jeopardy, national
borders and sensitivities become irrelevant.
Wherever men or women are persecuted
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because of their race, religion, or political
views, that place must—at that moment —
become the centre of the universe”.
The theme will seek to encourage every
person to reflect upon their own behaviour
and choices that they take, and demonstrate
that however insignificant it may seem,
every action matters, whether positive
or negative. It will aim to show that those
who stand up and unite against hatred can
make a difference. It will set out to dispel
the notion that one person cannot make a
difference and show that the action of one
individual does matter, and that they can
achieve a great deal, however small their
action may appear initially.
Our theme is also designed to get
individuals to critically engage with and
change their own behaviour, particularly
when it comes to the rhetoric that is being

used by those in positions
of power as every word they
speak, and every action they
take matters. Our society
is becoming increasingly
fragmented as a result of the
divisive and inflammatory
language being used by
public figures. They must
recognise that far from
uniting communities, the
words they use are exacerbating such
divisions, and in some instances fuelling
the toxic environment that has led to an
unprecedented increase in hate crime
in the UK. Their words matter, but so do
their actions, and it is imperative that
they act to address the growing levels of
intolerance in our country and contribute
to the creation of a safer, stronger and
more cohesive community.
The theme will focus on the stories
of individuals whose actions made a
difference. Stories such as those of the
British journalists Penny Marshall and Ed
Vulliamy who risked their lives to gain access
to the notorious Trnopolje and Omarska
concentration camps and revealed to the
world for the first time the true extent of
the brutality that was being inflicted upon
Bosnian Muslims by the Bosnian Serbs.
The graphic images which were broadcast
shocked the world, and the actions of the
journalists are widely attributed to saving
the lives of hundreds of people.
The role of forensic specialists like Robert
McNeil and Alison Anderson whose actions
as part of international forensic teams
gathering evidence of war crimes, crimes
against humanity and genocide following
the discovery of hundreds of mass graves
established an indisputable case that led
to the legal ruling that Srebrenica was a
genocide and the conviction of war criminals.
Their actions have also provided grieving
families with the opportunity to bury their
loved ones and find some closure.

And of course, the stories of the Mothers
of Srebrenica and the survivors who have
fought tirelessly against genocide denial
and for justice. Despite all that they have
been through, they have never sought
vengeance and never acted with hatred as
they regard hatred as a sign of weakness,
and they refuse to be weak. Because of their
actions, there has not been a single case of
retribution against the Bosnian Serbs, with
their actions paving the way for the chance
of reconciliation. Instead, they have chosen
to campaign for justice, playing a pivotal
role in the sentencing of many of the key
architects of the genocide. They returned
to their home determined to show the
perpetrators that they had not succeeded.
‘Every Action Matters’ calls upon everyone
to look back at the lessons from Srebrenica
and think forward about our individual
moral obligations to do something, no
matter how small, to make a difference. It
aims to motivate people to show people
that their actions can, and do matter, and
that we must always challenge hatred,
prejudice and genocide denial.
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What You Can Do
The UK’s Srebrenica Memorial Week from
5th to 12th July 2020 will see hundreds
of acts of commemoration and activities
taking place around the country, each
organised by ordinary people who want
to stand up against hatred. Our network
of 1,350 Community Champions have
each made a choice to commemorate
Srebrenica and pledged to not stand by in
order to create stronger, more cohesive
communities here in the UK. Here are
some examples of how you can get
involved in this year’s Memorial Week.

Using the theme for schools

The We Are One tournament unites
young people across Britain to play
sport in memory of those who were
killed in the Srebrenica genocide.
Supported by Asmir Begović, the FA,
Kick it Out, the ESFA and Show Racism
the Red Card, schools, sports teams and
youth groups are invited to participate
by holding a match or tournament to
join thousands of others across the UK
standing up to hatred and intolerance.
All participating groups will receive free
resources including stickers and certificates
for all participants and a short explanatory
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speech to be read out before the
start of the match. We ask that a
minute’s silence is held before the
match to remember the victims of
hatred but beyond this broad framework
individual teams can tailor the event to
their requirements.
This is a powerful opportunity for young
people to come together through sport to
consider the possible outcomes of racism,
intolerance and division. To download
resources, please visit
www.srebrenica.org.uk/resources

Teaching Resources
A new range of teaching resources
for primary and secondary schools to
download and use free-of-charge. Topics
include the Srebrenica genocide, form time
activities to encourage reflection on issues
such as hatred and intolerance, and lessons
on the Bosnian War. All lessons include
survivor testimony and are focused on
empowering young people to reflect on the
lessons from Srebrenica and bring them
into their own lives.

Types of Resources Available

Workshops

Specialist Talks

Survivor
Tours

Art and Drama
Projects Support

Social Media
Projects Support

We Are One
Tournament

Assembly
Packs

Lesson Packs
for PSHE History or Form Time

Fundraising
Packs

from Remembering Srebrenica
Board Members and
Community Champions

To download resources, please visit: www.srebrenica.org.uk/resources
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Using the Theme for Memorial Events
and Activities
Srebrenica Memorial Day

You can take part in Srebrenica Memorial
Week by organising a memorial event
or an activity to show that every action
matters. There is no singular way to
commemorate the victims and honour the
survivors of Srebrenica, and each event
and activity is unique to the community
with whom it is held. From downloadable
memorial event exhibitions, to materials for
delivering presentations, we have bespoke
resources that can be used to organise a
commemoration in your local community
centre, place of work, police force, prisons

Local Authorities

and your local library. Please do let us
know what activities you are planning, so
we can register your event online and help
publicise it to show the fantastic impact you
are making in your community by emailing
us on events@srebrenica.org.uk

Local authorities are uniquely connected to
individuals and organisations in their area
and by commemorating Srebrenica Memorial
Day they can bring communities together in
a single act of remembrance to encourage
everyone to reject hatred and help build
more cohesive communities. It can be easily
incorporated into other community events
that may be taking place within libraries,
community centres and activities such as
Refugee Week. From flying flags to reading

survivor stories, screening a short film to
holding a minute of silence, councils can play
an important role to honour and remember
both the victims and survivors of the
Srebrenica genocide.

Police

Faiths

We have significantly increased our
engagement with police forces to try
and address the rising levels of hate
crime across the UK. The lessons from
Srebrenica highlight the importance
of tackling prejudice and intolerance
before it escalates, and the need to root
out the underlying causes of all forms
of hate crime, as a failure to act can
allow such levels of hatred to flourish
with devastating consequences. Our
‘Hate Crime and the Stages of Genocide’
resource is available on our website at
www.srebrenica.org.uk/resources
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We have a template programme, presentation
and speech with some content which you can
adapt to suit the nature of your event and can
be downloaded by visiting

www.srebrenica.org.uk/resources

Remembering Srebrenica works with people
from many different faiths to raise awareness
about Srebrenica and encourage community
champions to pledge to hold events that
forge links between faith communities.
Commemorating Srebrenica within your place
of worship is a powerful and often meaningful
way to connect people with the lessons from
Srebrenica. Whether you observe the Srebrenica
genocide through prayers, sermons, or sharing
stories in your place of worship, we have
ready made materials suitable for different
faiths. Please visit www.srebrenica.org.uk/
resources for further information.

My Personal Challenge
As an individual, you can help raise awareness of Srebrenica Memorial Day by taking part
in the Every Action Matters Personal Challenge: 11 actions to mark 11th July.

Talk to someone
new about
Srebrenica

Wear the
Srebrenica
flower

Take part in a
peace walk or
self-reflection
walk
Donate or
fundraise for
Remembering
Srebrenica

Hold one
minute's
silence

Every
Action
Matters

Light a candle,
say a prayer
or read a poem

Watch
this year's
video

Post on
social media

Make
a pledge

Read a
survivor's letter
or testimony
Plant a flower
or tree

Raise Awareness

Rooful Ali

If you are an organisation, you can join
our existing group of supporters in
publishing a statement on your website to
mark Srebrenica Memorial Day and show
your commitment to rejecting hatred and
promoting equality for all. Please visit
www.srebrenica.org.uk/resources to
download a copy of the statement.
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Special Thanks
We would like to thank the MHCLG for part-funding
Remembering Srebrenica and our eight regional boards and
three country boards for their tireless work to remember,
learn and pledge. We are pleased that the Scottish
Government funds Remembering Srebrenica Scotland
through its ‘Promoting Equality and Cohesion’ Fund.

The Very Rev
Dr Lorna Hood OBE
*Chair of Scotland

Abi Carter
Co-Chair of Wales

Saleem Kidwai OBE
Co-Chair of Wales

Peter Osborne
Chair of
Northern Ireland

Lucy Adams
Chair of
North East

Mashuda Shaikh
Chair of
Yorkshire

Elinor Chohan MBE
Chair of
North West

Alma Aganović
Chair of
West Midlands

Dr Helen Connolly
Chair of
East of England

Kim Sadique
Chair of
East Midlands

Rameez Kaleem
Chair of London
& South East

Dr Louise Livesey
Chair of
South West

*Remembering Srebrenica Scotland is a Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation
funded by the Scottish Government.

With thanks to
the support of
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How You Can Help—Fundraising
Remembering Srebrenica has achieved a
great deal in just seven years. However, the
need to learn lessons from Srebrenica and
stand up to hate has never been so great.
Help us to expand our reach by being a part
of establishing the UK’s Srebrenica Memorial
Learning Centre.

The proposed Learning Centre will be the
first dedicated space outside of Srebrenica
for sharing the lessons from this tragic
episode in recent European history, and
for tackling hate and sharing best practice
in building more resilient and cohesive
communities.

The proposed Learning Centre will:

Attract

25,000

visitors per annum who will
learn about the genocide

Create

10,000

global community champions
each year

Reach around

50 million
people each year through
media activities

Be a part of the change.
Donate today in one of the following ways:

Online

www.justgiving.com/
ummah-help

Cheque

payable to
Remembering Srebrenica

Call

our fundraising team
0121 454 3343

You can also donate £10 now by texting SREB11 to 70070

“We still believe in goodness.
We believe that truth and justice
are on our side. We bear no hatred
towards those who executed this
inhuman plan, because hatred is
weakness and we refuse to be weak.”
MUNIRA SUBAŠIĆ
Srebrenica Genocide Survivor and
President of the Association of the
Mothers of Srebrenica and Žepa Enclaves
Cover photo: Rooful Ali

Unite Against Hatred
Make a pledge at
www.srebrenica.org.uk
@SrebrenicaUK

The CIBA Building, 146 –150 Hagley Road
Birmingham, B16 9NX, UK
+44 (0)121 454 3343 info@srebrenica.org.uk
@SrebrenicaUK

RememberingSrebrenica

www.srebrenica.org.uk

